The Wednesday evening, June 27, 1956, addition of The Tyler Courier-Times posted an article announcing "a group of curiosity-ridden East Texans gathered in the Courier-Times last night and set up an organization [ETAS] that will make mound diggers of the group" ( Figure 5 ). Mr. Andretta of Tyler was chairman and named a committee consisting of Morris Burton, Tyler, chairman, D.T. Loyd of Gilmer, and Dr. Oren Murphy of Tyler to prepare a constitution and by-laws for submission to a July 10 session at which of cers are to be elected.
Fifty-ve East Texans were enrolled as charter members. The ETAS was to be af liated with the Texas Archeological Society (TAS), which had close ties with the University of Texas and its museum.
Chairman Andretta informed the group that "the new society had permission to explore into 21 mounds and two ancient burial places not far from Tyler. The mounds are in a large circle, with an upthrust in the center." The Dallas Morning News, on July 5, 1956 , had an article by Sam Acheson entitled "Unearthing East Texas Past," in which it was reported "that a group of "curiosity-ridden" East Texans had formed an archeological society. They "are carrying on the ne zeal displayed by the pioneer in unearthing the secret past of East Texas, the late James E. Pearce of Austin." "Professor Pearce, long-time head of the anthropology department of the University of Texas, was especially excited by what he found there (east Texas). In the Indian mounds located in almost all parts of the area, he gathered evidence that enabled him as a master detective to piece together a vivid picture of the original Tejas Indians" ( Figure 6 ). 
HISTORY July 10, 1956 Meeting
The July 10, 1956 meeting was called to order by Mr. Andretta, who immediately turned the meeting over to Morris Burton, nominating chairman of the by-laws committee at the July 3 meeting. Mr. Burton presented an outline of the by-laws, which later included some changes. The group made plans to start digging the next Saturday at a cave northwest of Jacksonville, Texas. According to the article "the spot looks promising because curious eyes have already found some ancient charcoal there as well as other interesting artifacts".
In a July 24, 1956 letter from Edward J. Jelks, Department of Anthropology, The University of Texas at Austin and also Acting Secretary-Treasurer of the Texas Archeological Society to Mr. Andretta, Mr. Jelks made reference to the Cary Lake Cave site by stating: "Your description of the cave site being excavated by the East Texas Society is extremely interesting. I gather that the deepest occupational level contains Plainview points, animal bones, human bones, and charcoal. If I understand the situation correctly it is surely uite an important site. I would suggest, therefore, that you make a special point of preserving at least half of the caves deposits until such a time as the site can be examined by at least one professional archeologist" (Figure 11 ). 
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The agenda for the August 14, 1956 meeting listed the Cary Lake Cave site as the rst item of business. Evidently, problems concerning these investigations were causing friction within the society. There were serious allegations that a member of the society had "salted" the site with artifacts that were reportedly stolen from Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Texas. Concerning the Cary Lake Cave site, the August 14 meeting agenda listed three options open to the society: 1. Continuation of excavation?
2. Releasing the site to either a museum, foundation, or school of higher learning. 3. Raising funds (if site so warrants) to continue excavation as a society project with the aid of a professional.
In response to these options, a statement was issued by the Field Committee:
1. The method and control of the excavation of the cave shall be determined by the Field Committee. 2. Excavation of the cave shall be on weekends. Restrictions on the cave were only originated to ensure for the proper excavation of the cave. They were not originated to show the authority of one man of the committee. As a result we hope that no ill-will will occur among the members of the society.
The Chairman then stated that: 1. The members of the committee shall have the authority to supervise the excavation of the cave during the absence of the chairman; 2. They will carry on excavation as speci ed by the Field Chairman only; and 3. Any member of the society may have the rightful opportunity to excavate in the cave as long as he is under the supervision of one member of the committee. However, special permission to excavate without the supervision of a member of the Field Committee may be granted in extreme cases. It can only be granted through the Field Chairman. Field Committee members included: Henry Allen, Derrell Sanders, Don Dickson, Ray Dennis, Sam Whiteside, Phillip Whiteside (Sam Whiteside s brother), Ray Vanderpool, Earl Green, and Buddy Jones (Field Chairman).
The Field Committee adapted the following excavation rules for the Cary Lake Cave site:
Any member who fails to abide by these rules will be going against the purpose of the society, thus he should not have joined the society. 2. Any member who fails to abide by these rules set up by the Field Committee, and accepted by the society, will have his membership voted on by the Board of Directors (provided by the Field Chairman as a written directive included in ETAS records).
Other Agenda items included: (a) East Texas Fair Display; (b) Texas Archeological Society (TAS) Bulletin article covering excavation at Cary Lake Cave (Plans were made to submit an article on the Cary Lake Cave excavation to TAS for publication); (c) Sabine River Basin Survey (To determine the plausibility of conducting survey work as a society project or in conjunction with the Dallas Archeological Society and obtaining Federal or State funds to excavate sites to be inundated by the proposed Blackburn Crossing Reservoir (present-day Lake Palestine); (d) Library (Setting up a library at the La Grand Home Museum and or the Carnegie Public Library, Tyler, Texas); (e) Central of ce for ETAS (Plausibility of establishing a central of ce as a clearing house for information, materials, and publications); (f) Texas Archeological Society Meeting Nov. 2-4, 1956, Campus of Baylor University, Waco, Texas (Discussion concerning sending delegates from ETAS to TAS, chartering a bus, presenting a program to TAS on the Cary Lake Cave site, and reporting on activities of the newly formed ETAS); (g) the creation of a museum; (h) the removal of an appointed committee member for either neglect of duty or inability to carry out assigned duties (This item evidently is related to the previously discussed con ict that arose at the Cary Lake Cave site); and (i) other business from members. These items were submitted by President Antonio A. Andretta.
September 20, 1956 Meeting of the ETAS
The meeting was called to order by the president Antonio A. Andretta. He asked Mr. Doug E. Proctor to give a brief report of the TAS meeting which was scheduled for November 2-3, 1956 in Waco, Texas.
Mr. Proctor s report makes a marked change of attitude of the ETAS toward the TAS.
It is unclear what prompted this change but Mr. Proctor states: "from his viewpoint we (ETAS) could expect exactly nothing from the TAS. They (TAS) were willing to support our society (ETAS) only morally. His thought was that the TAS and the ETAS had only a common meeting ground to swap and nd information. It was moved that our society (ETAS) keep in touch with the TAS for representation."
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TEXAS ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
The 1956 TAS Annual Meeting was held at Baylor University, Waco, Texas, on November 2-3 ( Figure  13 ). Several members of the ETAS attended and President Antonio A. Andretta was listed to present a paper on the Cary Lake Cave site. 
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November 20, 1956 ETAS Meeting
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Henry Allen, Jr. Doug Proctor gave a brief report on the TAS Annual Meeting held in Waco. It was decided by the ETAS to keep in touch with the TAS for purposes of representation. A eld trip was planned by the ETAS to visit Camp Fannin under the leadership of Mr. Leon R. Bailey.
A report on the Frankston site, which was not a society project, was given by Buddy Jones and L. A. Wallace. Mr. Wallace, in conjunction with Mr. Ray Vanderpool, said that they did not have permission to take the society as a group to the site but when the society set up the proposed museum that all the artifacts recovered by them from the site would be placed in the museum. No mention was made of Antonio A. Andretta, elected president of the ETAS.
January 15, 1957 ETAS Meeting
The meeting was called to order by Antonio A. Andretta. Only a few members were present since a special meeting had been called for January 20, 1957, on a planned program with Mr. W. W. Crook, Jr. and Mr. R. K. Harris of the Dallas Archeological Society to report on the site at Lewisville, Texas, with radiocarbon dates of 37,000 years.
Mr. Andretta also reported that a site in Quitman, Texas, to date, had yielded some 1,000 artifacts; more on this site was presented at the next meeting (see below). Mr. Proctor moved the constitution be amended to provide for the annual election of of cers to be moved to May rather than July for the year 1957 only. No mention was made of Mr. Andretta, the president of the ETAS.
January 22, 1957 ETAS Meeting
May 7, 1957 Meeting of the ETAS
Chairman Sanders called the meeting to order. Minutes were read and a short report was given on excavations at the Meyer Estate site. The meeting was then turned over to Buddy Sanders and an Election Committee was created consisting of Sam Whiteside, L. A. Wallace, Billy Newman, John Mulligan, and Derrell Sanders. Again, there was no mention of Mr. Andretta.
May 21, 1957 ETAS Meeting
A uorum was not present. A motion was made to send a ballot and noti cation to current members. The Nomination Committee proposed the following slate of of cers: Sometime during this period a brief history of the ETAS and its relation to other societies and universities was created ( Figure 14) . It is important to note that the ETAS in its creation formed close ties with the TAS; in fact, they considered themselves part of the TAS, receiving their charter from them. The ETAS was formed in June 1956 and in 90 days had 60 charter members. In 1955 there were nine TAS members in East Texas but by 1957 that number had risen to 36. Unfortunately, this relationship between the ETAS and TAS would cool through time.
Undoubtedly, there was a good deal of turmoil going on in the ETAS during 1957 and extending into 1958. There are scarce notes regarding meetings or activities of the ETAS during this period. One thing seems clear, and that is that In early spring, about March 1958, a resolution was passed to cancel all monthly meetings until further notice. President Doug Proctor refused to accept dues as there was no immediate need for funds.
July 1958 ETAS Meeting
Of cers elected in the July Annual Meeting were: President: Sam Whiteside; Vice-President: John Mulligan; and Secretary-Treasurer: Janelle Proctor. A resolution was made to pay necessary expenses of the TAS meeting out of the treasury. The TAS Annual Meeting was held at the Carlton Hotel in Tyler on November 7-9, 1958. No mention was made in the newsletter of current of cers but Sam Whiteside was still active as indicated by a short progress report on his work conducted at the Bryan Hardy site (41SM55). Evidently he was in charge of publishing the newsletter as well. A meeting of the ETAS was scheduled for April 2, 1959, to discuss dues and other matters.
CONCLUSIONS
In the July 1959 addition of Ancient News (Vol. 1, No. 2), the April 1959 ETAS meeting was discussed. The merits of the ETAS were also discussed, noting that the society had accomplished a lot. Several members were active and preparing papers on sites. Also, due to the ETAS the TAS had shown considerable growth in East Texas, growing from nine East Texas members to 36 by 1957. L. A. Wallace acted as secretary and the bylaws were amended to lower the dues to $1 per year. The dues were to be mailed to Sam Whiteside. There were a total of 22 current members. E. W. Hayner from Kilgore brought artifacts to the April meeting to show to the group.
July 1959 marked the fourth year of the ETAS and the next scheduled meeting was called for July 16, 1959 at the Courier Times Building in Tyler. A closing note in the July 1959 newsletter announced that Buddy Jones of Longview had opened a museum to display his large collection of artifacts, including Titus focus (now Titus phase) material and two reconstructed burials.
The July 1959 issue of Ancient News is the last record available for the ETAS. Due to Sam Whiteside s illness, he was no longer able to carry on and evidently there was no one else willing to step forward. It is remarkable nevertheless that there was such an interest in East Texas archaeology at the time of its inception. Recent attempts to form another archaeological society in Tyler have met with dismal results. Maybe the population surrounding Tyler in the mid-1950s was more rural, with more farming, and there were more chances to observe artifacts in plowed elds than present. Perhaps also people were more aware of their surroundings and curious about artifacts found on sites in East Texas that represented occupations by earlier peoples. In its brief four year life, the ETAS had great ambitions, some partially realized, others not. Such is life.
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